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The diplomatic problem which must be solved for Europe if
we are to survive is not the problem of bridging a gap or filling
up an interval of time with emergency security measures; what
has to be done is to bring about a permanent balance offerees.
It will be a long time before this country is self-supporting
economically, and it will be some years before Western Europe
can face Russia and her satellites with the consciousness of
being in the last resort at least as much master of her destiny
as was the Triple Entente facing the Triple Alliance in the
years before 1914. That must, however, be the ,ultimate
objective of our defence policy and of the diplomacy which
must subserve it.

The alternative view has only to be stated to be rejected.

In 1914 a strong Britain, a still resolute and wealthy France,
weakened but not by any means rendered impotent by faction,
needed mainly economic assistance from the United States to
defeat the central powers. In 1939 a much poorer but still
powerful British Commonwealth and a France bankrupt alike
of moral and material resources went down to defeat and could
only be saved by full-scale American military intervention.
Are we really to expect, as the logical end of this story, a world
where a weak Britain and a still weaker France are wholly
dependent militarily on the United States, not merely for
victory in war, but for their very existence in peace-time as
independent powers? Those who think thus are looking to a
future which must be disastrous not only to ourselves but to
the world, and for this reason. Western Europe is to-day a
heavy liability to the United States, but it is a liability which,
with great courage and statesmanship, the United States
Government have accepted, because, as trustees for the interests
of their people, they see in Western Europe a potential asset
which has only to be nursed back to health and strength
to ensure the survival of freedom in the world. If Western
Europe, on the other hand, were to prove a permanent liability
it would also prove, inevitably, to be an ever-increasing one;
the political and economic decline of nations can never be
merely arrested. Unless there is a positive recovery of moral
energy, the process of decline will continue at an ever-increas-
ing tempo. Should this happen to Europe, the government